
Youth Justice 

Diversion Project
Using creative arts to divert at-risk 

young people away from the 

criminal justice system



How does it work?
This pilot project aims to engage hard to reach young people with  

mental health or emotional wellbeing needs and are at risk of 

entering or remaining in the criminal justice system:

Å Using new and innovative methods such as music production and 

song composition tools to increase trust in statutory and non-

statutory organisations.

Å Using photography, film making and poetry to engage and start a 

dialogue with young people where traditional ñtalking 

interventionsò would not be appropriate.

Å 1-2-1 mentoring for young people to identify needs including 

health needs, family needs, education and employment needs.

Å Work to identify issues surrounding their offending and emotional 

wellbeing issues.

Å Mentoring these young people towards better emotional health 

and increased life choices, giving them the power to succeed. 

Å Supply and support access to other appropriate services including 

education, housing, employment and mental health needs. 



Referral Criteria:

Å Young people must have a Surrey residential address

Å Be aged between 11-18 years old

Å At risk of entering or re-entering the youth criminal justice 

system and have mental health or emotional wellbeing 

needs. Relevant examples include: 

- Young person has been recently arrested; 

- Young person is subject to a Criminal Behaviour Order

(CBO) or Acceptable Behaviour Contract (ABC);

- Is subject to a Youth Restorative Intervention (YRI)

or a compulsory Youth Referral Order (YRO); 

- Recent criminal activity within the past six months or

involved in the criminal justice system in any other way.

To make a referral, please complete the attached referral form 

and send to: tim.page@catch-22.org.uk

Note ïwe advise calling first before referring in: 07776 242 635
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