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Frequently Asked Questions
Thank you for your interest in Catch22’s ‘Incubate, Accelerate, Amplify’ programme.
The purpose of this document is to answer any questions that you may have after
reading the programme page on our website.
If you still have questions after reading this document or would like to chat, please
get in touch with our friendly team at: incubation@catch-22.org.uk.

Eligibility
‘Who is eligible to apply?’
The following are eligible to apply:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Individuals
Sole traders
Constituted group or club
Registered charity
Social enterprise
Not-for-profit company or community interest company

If you are uncertain about your eligibility or have already submitted a National Lottery
Awards for All application and are currently awaiting a decision, please email us so
we can discuss it further.
‘I work somewhere else, can I apply?’
The £30k salary for the first year is offered to encourage applications from candidates
who can commit full-time to the development of their idea. In exceptional
circumstances, we may consider applications from candidates who have part-time
employment. If this sounds like you, please email us to discuss what might be
possible.
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‘I run an organisation, can I apply?’
Yes, but we are looking for ideas at the very beginning of their development. The
£30k salary we are offering is for the founder and must be their main source of
income for the first year.
‘Two of us have come up with an idea, can we both apply?’
Yes, but it may be challenging as we wouldn’t be able to offer the both of you the
£30k salary that is available for the first year. If this sounds like you, please email us.

Application Process
‘I want to apply, but I need help with the application process.’
We want this process to be as accessible as possible, so if that sounds like you
please email us.
‘I’m still unsure if the programme is for me…’
It’s totally understandable to have doubts! If this sounds like you, email us and we
can go from there.

Sponsorship
‘What is the sponsorship criteria and why are you doing it?’
Sponsorship simply means that someone from Catch22 has agreed to support your
application and is prepared to answer a couple of questions as part of the process.
We are running a sponsorship process for two reasons
1.
With a Catch22 sponsor, you’ll be able to reach out to our staff across England
and Wales and the work that they do. This means you’ll be linked up to the
local communities you’re helping.
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2. With a Catch22 sponsor, you’ll get more support from our experts. Our sponsors
work with people every day to make their lives better. We think if you spend time
with them, you’ll improve your idea and have a greater chance at succeeding.
‘What are you asking sponsors?’
We are asking two questions:
1.
2.

Why are you sponsoring this applicant?
What support do you think the applicant might need to develop their idea?

‘I don’t know anyone at Catch22! Can I still apply - what should I do?’
Yes! If you don’t know anyone at Catch22, don’t worry. You can apply through the
same process. We assess applications for a range of different things, one of which is
the strength of your sponsor’s recommendation.
If you don’t have a sponsor we’ll assess the application, with the exception of the
sponsorship section.
If the rest of your application meets our criteria and is deemed to be strong enough
for consideration, we will do our best to find a sponsor for you. We can’t guarantee a
sponsor though.
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Financial Support
‘Is the £30k salary for both years?’
No, it is just available for the first year of the programme. We’ll provide you with
support to identify and secure additional funding to sustain yourself and develop your
idea.

The Programme
‘How do you decide what support each social entrepreneur will receive?’
We will work with you during the application process to identify areas where you need
support.
If your application is successful, you will fill in a support needs checklist prior to
joining the programme and then again on days 1, 30 and 100 of the programme.
This checklist will be used to guide and prioritise what support we provide.
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‘I’m based outside of London – is this ok?’
Yes! We’re really keen to work with social entrepreneurs across the whole of England
and Wales. If you are based outside of London, we’ll explore offering you a coworking space in one of the 123 communities in which Catch22 works.
Alternatively, you may be offered a space in one of the offices of the National Lottery
Community Fund, who are generously funding this programme.
‘What happens if it doesn’t work out?’
Setting up a social enterprise means taking a risk. Over 90% of start-ups don’t
succeed, so it is possible that you might not achieve your goals.
Obviously we don’t want this to happen and will work hard to ensure you are the
exception. If it doesn’t work out for whatever reason, we will work with you on a caseby-case basis to identify the best resolution and next steps.

Data
‘I have questions about your data policy.’
Please email us!

Intellectual Property
‘I have reservations about sharing my idea with Catch22!’
Catch22 acknowledges that your idea may be protected by intellectual property rights
and we are respectful of that. Nothing in the application form or process requires you
to transfer your intellectual property to us.

